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February Birthdays
Ms. Tori                2/2              Gray C.              2/19 
Constance F.     2/4              Ms. Ariana       2/20 
Carter M.             2/6              Kieran E.           2/24
Ms. Karen            2/6              Ruby S.              2/24
Wanling C.           2/10            Uriah G.             2/27
Henry C.               2/12            
             
             

            
           
  
         Important Dates

February 12                      International Day (Toddler & Primary)th

February 13                      International Day (Elementary)th

February 17                      Parent Education Night (Primary @ 5:30 | Elementary @ 6:00)th

February 19                      Parent Education Night (Toddler)th

March 6                             Parent/Teacher Conferences (No School)th

March 12 -13                  Lower Elementary Field Trip to Alabama 4-H Science Schoolth th

March 27                           Primary Field Trip to Tellus Museumth

March 31                            MSOR Science Fair     st

February 6, 2026

“If we really want children to grow into
independent and resourceful adults, we

should stop pouring their milk as soon as they
have learned to pour it themselves and stop
fastening their buttons as soon as they can

fasten them without help.”
~ Maria Montessori







Montessori
Parent 

Education Nights

C H I L D C A R E  W I L L  B E  A V A I L A B L E
D U R I N G  O U R  P A R E N T  E D U C A T I O N

N I G H T  M E E T I N G S  &  C O S T  I S  $ 5 . 0 0
P E R  C H I L D .  A L L  F U N D S  S U P P O R T

A D O L E S C E N T  &  S E C O N D A R Y
S T U D E N T S ’  T R A V E L  T O  J A P A N

T U E S D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 7 T H
P R I M A R Y  -  5 : 3 0 P M

E L E M E N T A R Y  -  6 : 0 0 P M

T H U R S D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 9 T H
T O D D L E R  -  5 : 3 0 P M



Dear MSOR Community:

Please spread the word

with families you know

who may be interested

in MSOR for 2026/2027!

Ms. Jamie is scheduling

tours now!



Toddler News

We are so excited to welcome all of you into our classroom next
Thursday for International Day. We will do our presentation at 10:30
and then have lunch right after. We have talked about many things
including their beaches, tropical rainforest, volcanoes, animals, food
they eat and much more. They will be happy to share some of it with
you on Thursday. Please let them wear jean like pants and a solid
color long sleeve shirt.
It’d be nice if the shirt was one of the colors in the flag, red, white and
green, but it doesn’t have to be. If at all possible, it’d be great if you
could take them home after lunch because of the separation anxiety
it causes in the kids when the parents come to the room and then
have to leave. 

If you haven’t done so already, please check the menu that Stephanie
sent out in SignUpGenius for International Day. 
We really need each family to participate in order to get enough food
for everyone. We have 14 children and expect parents from most and
some grands😉. 

The day after International Day, Friday 13, we will celebrate Valentines
Day in our room. If you could send in a card or treat for each child,
that’d be great. I have white bags for them to decorate and they will
use these to pass out their cards to each child. They love doing this.
It’s like we did for Halloween. 
On the cards, please don’t address what card goes to a certain child,
just put “from” your child. 

We truly appreciate everything you all do for our class! We couldn’t do
it without you!
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Ms. Ginny's & Ms. Stephanie's Class



Toddler News
Ms. Shannon's, Ms. Kristin’s, and Ms. Kelly’s Class
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It's almost International Day! We are fine-tuning our
performance this week. I hope they perform for you as well as
they do for us. Our date is Thursday, February 12th. Our
performance will start at 10:30, and our yummy Canadian feast
will follow.
  Here is the menu for our Canadian feast with recipes. I made
the sign-up a little different this time. You will click to RSVP, and
then you will choose your dish to prepare under that pull-down
menu. Here is the link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848ADAE2FA7F49-
61927287-canada  

We are keeping our costumes simple for International Day. I
have shirts for everyone. Please send in $10 to cover the cost, if
you haven't done so. They can wear jeans and tennis shoes with
their shirts that day.

After we finish our Canada study, we will focus on nursery
rhymes for the rest of the month. We will also celebrate
Valentine's Day on Friday, February 13th. Each child should send
in simple school Valentine cards that are addressed from them.
There is no need to write the recipient's name because they will
deliver it, so it makes it more difficult for them to find individual
names. If you would like to send in a special treat for Valentine's
Day, please let me know.

Class reminders: Please send filled water bottles daily. Your child
needs a warm coat, mittens, and a hat for recess each day.
Please label all clothing that comes to school.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848ADAE2FA7F49-61927287-canada
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848ADAE2FA7F49-61927287-canada


Primary News
Ms. Angie's & Ms. Kelly's Class
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We are excited for International Day on Thursday,
February 12. Our parent presentation will begin at 11
a.m. with lunch to follow at 11:30. Thank you to all who
signed up to bring a dish. Please ensure your dish is
cooked and ready to eat when you arrive on
Thursday. Make sure to send your child’s poster in to
class so we can display all they’ve learned about
Denmark. Please send your child dressed in their
costume/attire for International Day on Thursday
February, 12. You may bring a change of clothes with
you if you are able to attend or send one in the
morning for after our program.

We will celebrate Valentine’s Day on Friday, February
13. We will make Valentine’s bags here at school. You
may send in Valentines for your child to hand out.
Please label “TO MY FRIEND” and have your child
write their own name. We have 23 students in our
class. If you’d like to send in a special treat for this
day, please reach out and let us know. We will also
have a lunch at school of chicken nuggets or pizza so
you will not need to send lunchboxes that day either.
Thank you to Dia's parents for providing the chicken
nuggets and pizza and thank you to Emerson's
parents for providing Valentine's kabobs for lunch. 

We will hold our Montessori Education Night on
Tuesday, February 17 from 5:30PM-6:30PM. Please
prepare a question or two you’d like to ask about the
Montessori environment or the work material in the
classroom. We plan on discussing these questions
that night. You may email these questions ahead of
time. This is a mandatory parent meeting. Childcare
will be available for $3/child.

We also want to welcome Agastya to our classroom.

See below for a few important reminders for the month
of February.
 
2/9: FLOWERS-Jeb
2/10: FRUIT/VEGGIE-Robert
2/13: Valentine’s Day celebration-No lunchboxes needed
2/16: FLOWERS-Annabelle
2/17: FRUIT/VEGGIE-Harper
2/17: Montessori Education Night 5:30-6:30
2/19: Gray's birthday lunch-No lunchboxes needed
2/24: FRUIT/VEGGIE-Clayton
3/2: FLOWERS-Gray
3/3: FRUIT/VEGGIE-Maxwell



Primary News
Ms. Ortrud’s & Ms. Rana’s Class
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Dear Parents,
In the Montessori 3–6 classroom, language develops
naturally through rich conversation, purposeful work,
and hands-on materials. Children are immersed in
spoken language, storytelling, songs, and vocabulary
experiences that strengthen listening and
expression.

Through materials such as sandpaper letters,
movable alphabets, and classified language work,
children build a strong foundation for reading and
writing. These activities support phonemic
awareness, sound-symbol relationships, and early
composition in a concrete, joyful way.

Language work also supports confidence,
independence, and clear communication. Each child
progresses at their own pace, guided by interest and
readiness, within a supportive and respectful
classroom community.

The pictures show the children engaged in a range of
language activities, working at their individual levels.



Lower El News
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Ms. Maggie’s Class

Fostering cultural understanding and embracing
diversity is becoming more important than ever. By
exposing children to different cultures from an early
age, we empower them to become global citizens who
appreciate and respect the rich tapestry of humanity.
From a Montessori perspective the benefits of
exploring different cultures go beyond mere exposure
to customs and traditions. It offers children a
transformative educational experience that nurtures
empathy, curiosity, and a broader worldview. By
immersing themselves in diverse cultural experiences,
Montessori students develop a deeper appreciation for
humanity's commonalities and differences.

International Day is almost here! Our classroom is
currently undergoing a Guyanese transformation. We
are busy learning about Guyana’s culture, traditions,
history, geography, and so much more! We are excited
to share what we have learned with all of you.  The
students are enjoying all of the art projects. Our
program begins at 11:30 a.m. on Friday, February 13 .
Our Guyanese feast will follow shortly after the
performance. Please be sure to sign up for a food item if
you have not done so already. 

th

Click here to sign up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C45AAA72BA6F
FC25-61779855-guyana

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C45AAA72BA6FFC25-61779855-guyana
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C45AAA72BA6FFC25-61779855-guyana


Lower El News
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Ms. Robin’s Class

 International Day: The Benefits of Exploring a Different Culture
Montessori education places a strong emphasis on developing
empathy and understanding. By exploring different cultures, children
learn to appreciate diverse perspectives and traditions, fostering
empathy and cultural sensitivity. Through activities such as sharing
stories, celebrating festivals, and interacting with individuals from
various cultural backgrounds, children begin to understand that
people have different ways of life, beliefs, and values. This exposure
helps them cultivate compassion and respect for others, paving the
way for a more harmonious and inclusive society.

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, global awareness
is a crucial skill for the future. By immersing children in different
cultures, Montessori education broadens their horizons beyond their
immediate surroundings. It encourages them to think beyond
borders, recognize global challenges, and envision a more
interconnected world. Through cultural exploration, students gain
insights into the diversity of languages, art, music, cuisine, and
traditions that exist around the globe. This exposure nurtures their
curiosity and expands their knowledge of the world, laying the
foundation for them to become active global citizens.

 Our classroom’s cultural exploration of Canada has provided so
many opportunities for learning.  By engaging in hands-on activities,
children actively participate in discovering and appreciating
Canadian and Native Canadian cultures. They have created artwork
inspired by diverse art forms, explore traditional music and dance,
and learned a bit of French. Such experiences spark their curiosity
and ignite a love for learning. By experiencing the richness of
different cultures, Montessori students develop a natural enthusiasm
for exploration, leading to a lifelong love of discovery and a passion
for understanding the world around them.

  Immersing children in different cultures exposes
them to new environments, customs, and ways of life.
This exposure cultivates flexibility and adaptability,
essential skills for navigating an increasingly diverse
and changing world. Montessori students learn to
embrace differences and find common ground with
others, building essential social and emotional skills.
By adapting to new situations and understanding
cultural nuances, they develop a strong sense of
resilience and an ability to thrive in unfamiliar
environments.
Adapted from Grey Matter Montessori 

https://calgarypreschools.ca/blog/Talking+To+Your+Child+About+Major+World+News+Events/102
https://calgarypreschools.ca/blog/Talking+To+Your+Child+About+Major+World+News+Events/102
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In The Classroom  

International Days Details:

Thursday, February 12th.

• We will be visiting our other international countries—
Canada, Mexico, Japan, and the Netherlands— to see 
our Toddler and Primary friends.

• In the afternoon, we will have a full rehearsal for our 
program, followed by tennis.

Friday, February 13th.

• We ask girls to arrive at 7:00 AM for hair, makeup, 
and getting dressed. 

• We ask boys to arrive at 7:30 AM.

• **More details about what to wear under the Greek 
toga will be sent home in a separate note, and Lunch 
information from Jerusalem Grill] will be sent home 
on Saturday.**

8:45 AM – Upper El will travel to see the Lower 
Elementary programs.

10:00 AM – Upper El will present to the whole school. 
This is our class performance for MSOR students.

12:00 PM – Upper El will present to parents, with the 
Greek Feast immediately following the presentation.

2:30 PM – Valentine’s Exchange.

Other News:

The Feb. 12th Lunch Box will move to Feb. 11th to 
avoid International Day.

There will be no YMCA on Friday, February 13th, due 
to International Day and Valentine's Day celebrations. 
This day was already accounted for in the YMCA 
calendar.

Thank you for sending in tennis fees, please remember 
YMCA fees are also due. Thank you.

Importance of  International 
Studies for Upper El Students. 

Upper El students naturally begin to ask big 
questions about the world and its history. Right now, 
there is so much excitement about the ancient Greek 
civilization. It’s such a joy to watch students explore 
the roots of human society, discover how people 
lived, governed, and created, and see how these 
cultures shaped our own.

Greek mythology is at the heart of our studies, 
bringing history and culture to life in such a vibrant 
way. Through the myths of gods, heroes, and their 
adventures, we invite students to explore universal 
themes: courage, honesty, love, responsibility, and 
the consequences of choices. These stories not only 
spark imagination, but also offer wonderful 
opportunities for meaningful conversations about 
values, helping students reflect on their own actions 
and the world around them.

Together, we’ve explored Greek government, 
philosophy, and mythology, and it’s been amazing to 
see students recognize how much of our world today 
is shaped by the Greeks—from democracy to 
theater. These "aha" moments have sparked some 
truly thoughtful Socratic discussions in our 
classroom.

Ανώτερα Δηµοτικά Νέα
     International Day Studies ~ Ancient Greece     	



Adolescent & Secondary Class February 7, 2026
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Adolescent & Secondary
Winter Fest |  International Days

Growing Up a Global Citizen 
International Day is an annual tradition at  MSOR. 
 All classes choose a country to study, celebrate the 
customs and traditions of countries around the 
world, and present their studies to the community 
and their parents. Some years, the Adolescents and 
Secondary students join the fun; most years, due to 
our academic schedules we are privileged to visit 
the classroom and relive our early experiences. It is 
so fun to see what everyone chooses each year. 

In Upper Elementary, the tradition is to focus on 
ancient civilizations, adding a mix of ancient and 
modern history to International Day. This 
combination is special because it allows us to 
explore a wide range of cultures, both past and 
present, as we visit classrooms throughout the 
school. I joined MSOR in Upper and had a great 
time preparing and presenting.  

When I moved into the Adolescent program, my 
role shifted from participant to contributor. Using 
my art skills, I’ve helped other classrooms by 
creating drawings and paintings for their 
International Day displays. Every year, I look 
forward to the event—not just for the opportunity to 
learn about different countries, but also to discover 
and share their unique art. 

Additionally, through my International Day 
experience, my adolescent/secondary international 
travels have become more meaningful as a result of 
what I have learned. I will forever be grateful for 
these opportunities. 

Tegan Ashley, 11th Grade 

Learning  to innovate - Winter Fest 
Running microbusinesses and planning school 
events are integral parts of the Adolescent and 
Secondary Programs, but sometimes starting from 
scratch with a new event brings a new level of 
excitement. In January, we wanted to change things 
up from our usual monthly sleepovers. Taking 
inspiration from the Fall Festival that happens 
every October, we decided to organize a Winter 
Fest! Although this event had happened in the past, 
it hadn’t been held in a long time, so we had to plan 
everything from the ground up. 

One of our first challenges was figuring out the 
logistics—especially how to host an outdoor event 
during winter when the sun sets by 6:00pm. With 
Georgia Highlands' help, we secured the perfect 
venue for the evening. Putting on this event also 
required us to invest money upfront, with no 
guarantee of making it back. Thanks to the 
generosity of our Winter Fest sponsors—PSE 
Construction LLC and Courtesy Ford of Rome—
we were able to rent the venue and inflatables. 

On the day of the event, our teachers, parents, and 
community members all pitched in to set up, staff 
stations, and bring Winter Fest to life. I learned so 
much about event planning that I never knew 
before, and I hope we can continue to create new, 
successful events like this one in the future. Thank 
you to everyone who attended and made Winter 
Fest such a blast—we look forward to seeing you at 
our future events! 

Kaleb Pearson, 11th Grade 


