Weekly Notes September 10, 2024
Office Notes

We are excited to continue to welcome new families into our MSOR community. Do you know someone who
would make a fantastic Montessori student? Let Ms. Jamie know so we may reach out! We would love to share
more about our incredible MSOR programs and provide tours to families who may have an interest. It's never
too early to plan ahead for next year, either, as our waiting lists grow quickly!

Late Stay / After School Care

At this time our Late Stay Program is at capacity. This means only those who have previously signed up with
the Office may attend Late Stay. We understand some students are participating in after-school clubs, but keep
in mind Late Stay will not be automatically provided for those who are not already signed up. Additionally,
drop-in availability is not guaranteed. If drop-in Late Stay is needed, please contact Ms. Jamie in the Office to
confirm there is availability on that particular date and have an alternative plan in mind if space is not available.

Early Care Reminder

This is a quick reminder our Early Care program is not a drop-in service. Only those who have signed up
with Ms. Jamie in the Office may be dropped off during Early Care hours (7:00-7:45am). If you are not
signed up for Early Care, and you have not communicated with the Office to confirm availability, you must
drop your child off during his or her designated drop-off window only. As a reminder, the drop-off
windows are as follows:

e Ms. Ginny's Class - 8:15-8:25am

e Ms. Shannon's Class - 8:20-8:30am
e Ms. Angie's Class - 8:00-8:10am

e Ms. Ortrud’s Class - 8:10-8:20am

o Lower Elementary - 7:45-7:55am

e Upper Elementary - 7:35-7:45am

We appreciate your understanding!

Background Checks for Parent Volunteers

We have had many parents offer to serve as volunteers this year, whether by helping in the classroom,
chaperoning on field trips, or driving students to and from Tennis practice. We are so thankful for this
outpouring of generosity to ensure all students are in safe hands at all times!

In an effort to further promote the safety of our community, we are requiring all parent volunteers undergo a
thorough background check through Fieldprint. Fieldprint is the service approved and utilized by Bright From
the Start and is the trusted choice for thousands of entities in the government, private, and public sector.



To arrange an appointment for a background check, please visit the following link:
https://fieldprintusa.com/individuals

Select “Schedule Appointment” to be directed to a page where you will be prompted to create a free account.
Once you have signed up and verified your account through your e-mail, you will be prompted to complete an
application for the background check. Once you have completed and submitted the application, you will be
contacted by Fieldprint within 24 hours via e-mail to take the next steps in the scheduling process.

Once you have completed the background check and fingerprinting process, please provide a copy of the
result to Ms. Jamie as soon as it becomes available. This will be placed on file so you are cleared to join us as a
parent volunteer.

We appreciate your willingness to be a part of our classrooms and we look forward to having you join us!
Be Sure to Mark Your Calendars for These Important Dates!

¢ International Day of Peace - Friday, September 20"

e Parent/Teacher Conferences (No School) - Friday, October 4"

e Lower Elementary Field Trip | Copper Creek Farm — Friday, October 11™

e Rehearsal at City Auditorium for NWGA Winds Concert (Primary, Lower El & Upper El) — Tuesday,
October 15™

e NWGA Winds Concert Performance (Primary, Lower El, & Upper El) — Thursday, October 17"

e Toddler & Primary Field Trip | Copper Creek Farm — Friday, October 18"

e Historical Timeline — October 215t & 22"

e MSOR Fall Festival - Friday, October 25

e Fall School Photos — October 29" & 30" (Rain Date - November 1%

e Halloween Celebration/Parade — October 31*" at 10:30am

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL

OCTOBER 35TH | 5:30-7:00pPM

MONTESSORI
SCHOOL of ROME



https://fieldprintusa.com/individuals

Stargazer Raffle — Enter Today!

Drop by the office to see this beautiful handmade chair. Sit back and try it out, then purchase your
tickets for the raffle. Only 70 tickets will be sold! The Stargazer Chair was designed and built by
Michael Angio and his son, Luca Angio-Stina. This father-and-son duo have worked together to

develop a fundraising opportunity for the Adolescent & Secondary International Travel while also

honing carpentry skills. The drawing will be held the day of Fall Festival, so get your tickets today!
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STARGAZER
RAFFLES

$10.00
PER ENTRY

CHOOSE A NUMBER FROM THE BOARD (1 THROUGH 70) TO ENTER THIS
INCREDIBLE RAFFLE! ONE NUMBER WILL BE DRAWN AND THE
WINNER WILL TAKE HOME THIS GORGEOUS, HANDMADE WOODEN
LOUNGE CHAIR APTLY NAMED THE “STARGAZER™

FUNDS RAISED WILL GO TOWARD THE INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL FUND
FOR ADOLESCENT STUDENT, LUCA ANGIO-STINA. THANK YOU!

Wisdom Knowledge Peace

MONTESSORI
SCHOOL of ROME g

@ www.msor.org
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Ms. Ginny's & Ms. Kelly’s Toddler Class

We are quickly approaching one full month in school! Where does the time go? The students are acclimating
nicely and we look forward to discussing your child’s progress at our parent/teacher conferences right around
the corner. Keep an eye out for more information regarding scheduling coming soon!

International Day of Peace is celebrated each year on September 21, however we will be celebrating on Friday,
September 20" while we are in school. More information is coming soon!

Be sure to mark your calendars for a couple of fall events coming up:

First is our annual field trip to Copper Creek Farm. We will visit on Friday, October 18™. Please remember
parents must accompany your child to the field trip and we will meet there that morning and dismiss directly
from there after a morning of fun. Keep in mind school will not be held for Toddler and Primary students on
that day, so if you are unable to attend the field trip other arrangements must be made for your child.

Second, be sure to join us for our annual Fall Festival to be held on Friday, October 25™. This is always a lot of
fun and we love seeing all of our families!

Finally, thank you all for doing so well with our pick-up and drop-off times! This is a huge help for us so we
appreciate everyone working together to make this a smooth process.

Ms. Shannon’s, Ms. Kristin’s, & Ms. Kelsy’s Toddler Class

We are continuing with our study of zoo animals this week. The children love this unit. We learned about
giraffes this week. Did you know that the females are cows, the males are bulls, and the babies are calves? Did
you know their calves are as big as a grown man when they are born? We also talked about what they eat and
where they live. They made some really cute giraffes that are gracing the walls of our classroom.

A couple of little housekeeping notes:
e Arrival is from 8:20 to 8:30. We go outside to recess at 8:30. Dismissal is from 2:15 to 2:25.

e PLEASE LABEL EVERYTHING. The teachers cannot know whose nap roll bag, water bottle, sweater,
jacket, or anything else if it's not labeled. Even if they come to school with it on, it needs to be
labeled. Children may need to be changed or they may put their jackets or belongings in the wrong
cubby. Multiple teachers put things away and they may not have seen your child arrive with their
belongings. We have a classroom of twenty-one children and there are probably duplicates in the
classroom. I'm sorry this continues to be listed every week. It is still an ongoing issue and | know that
some things have been sent home with the wrong children. Thanks for your help with this.

e We have a field trip soon to Copper Creek Pumpkin Patch. It will be on October 18th. All toddlers must
have an adult to accompany them. | wanted to make sure you had plenty of time to make
arrangements.



Ms. Angie’s & Ms. Karabeth’s Primary Class

Our class is settling in nicely. The children are making forever friendships and beginning to work nicely and
with purpose. We have a few important things to remember:

e Music is on Mondays at 10:00.

e Spanish is on Wednesdays at 10:30.

e Please make sure your child has an extra change of clothess at school.

e Readers are due on Mondays and Thursdays.

e No toys permitted at school.

¢ No light up shoes or clothing with characters on it, please.

e Our drop off time is 8:00-8:10.

e Library day is on Fridays. Be sure to return your child’s book in hir or her library bag so a new book may
be sent home.

Ms. Ortrud’s & Ms. Rana’s Primary Class

Dear Parents,

Our first three weeks as a class community have been a lot of fun as the children find their place in the group
and are getting used to daily routines. This week we have been busy creating artwork for the Square1Art
fundraiser. Keep a look out for more information about this from the office in early October.

Thank you for packing such excellent lunches.

Thank you also for following the dress code and not dressing your child in popular character t-shirts or light up
shoes.

Lower Elementary Class

Dear Parents,

Thank you to all of our drivers and chaperones; our field trip to The Tellus Museum was fun and informative.
Please check your calendars to see if you are available to drive for our October 11th trip to Copper Creek Farm.

We are still adjusting to new routines and schedules as we add things to our busy weeks. This week, we will
have our first spell check on Thursday. Please see the email sent out previously regarding our spelling program.
Please read it and use any of the listed methods for practice. There is no need to turn in any spelling
homework. Math workbook pages and language book homework will be sent home this Friday. We use Primary
Phonics, Right Into Reading 1 & 2 for first and second years, and Wordly Wise and Claims to Fame
(biographies) books for third years. Everyone has chosen Historical Timeline characters and should have a
children’s book that can be read alone or with help from a parent. The next deadline is the costume plan, which
is due on September 19th.



It's the fourth "full" week of school, and many children are still struggling to get out of summer mode. We've
been practicing our grace and courtesy in the classroom. Many of our classroom lessons and activities require
good listening skills and cooperation with peers. Please speak with your children about the importance of
always using grace and courtesy at home and in the classroom.

We're getting ready for parent conference time, and we will be sending home a pre-conference questionnaire
for parents to fill out to help us prepare. Conferences will be held on Friday, October 4th. Ms. Maggie will send
out a Sign-Up Genius.

Have a great week!

Ms. Robin & Ms. Maggie

Upper Elementary Class

Car Line & the Parking Lot

Our drop off time window is from 7:30-7:40am. Students are expected to be in the building,
beginning their work, promptly at 7:45am. Please allow for 5 minutes of locker time so that students
are not late. At the end of the day, our pickup time window is from 3:00-3:10pm. If you are arriving at
the car line prior to 3:00pm, PLEASE pull around to Gate #2 or park in the upper lot. We do not want
to back up our carpool lines on Dodd Blvd, which is a public thoroughfare. To avoid congestion and
safety hazards, please arrive on time, and not before.

*Special Note* To all of our Upper El Parents, there are days that the carline may not work as
smoothly as it should. Please communicate with patience and kindness.

What's Going On In the Classroom

Our students are prepping for their first Great Lesson presentation, 7he Coming of Humans, to the
Lower El and Primary communities. This presentation is also open for parents to attend, and will occur
in the Upper El classroom this Friday, September 13, at 11:00am. Students are asked to wear all black
attire. 4th and 5th year parents, you have any costumes resembling primitive human/cavemen, please
send those in tomorrow (LOL). 6th year students are representing peoples dating back from the
Mesolithic, Copper, Bronze, and Iron ages. All attire of these people were simple, often made from
sheets and paper sacks. Please join us for what will be a most eclectic presentation of Human History!

Sports

On Tennis days, please ensure that students do not forget their water bottles and tennis rackets! We
do not permit electrolyte packets or flavorings (Prime, Gatorade, etc), please do not send them.

Upcoming Events

- Peace Day is next Friday September 20. More information forthcoming.



- NWGA Winds Disney Concert is coming up soon. Dress Rehearsal is Tuesday, October 15, and the
performance is Thursday, October 17. Attendance to both the dress rehearsal and performance are
mandatory.

Miscellaneous

- Birthday lunches are the last Friday of each month. If you would like to bring something in for a
birthday lunch, please contact Ms. Shemi or Ms. Dolores to plan ahead!

- As a reminder, students need to come in ALL black this Friday, September 13! 6th Years are welcome
to bring a change of clothes for tennis.

- Thank you for providing healthy lunches for the students, please keep it up!

Ms. Shemi, Ms. Dolores, Mr. Keith, Ms. Ribar, Ms. Gabi, Ms. Ariana, & Ms. Karen



