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Important Dates

April 13™-17"
April 24™
April 27™-30™
May 1

May 21"

May 22

May 25™

May 26™-29™

MSOR Toy & Book Drive

Gardening Day / Special Persons’ Day
ITBS Testing for Grades 2-8

May Day / Mother's Day Program
Graduation

Last Day of School (Early Dismissal)
Memorial Day (School Closed)
Teacher Work Days
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Be sure to apply sunscreen and bug spray to your
child prior to arrival at school. If the weather allows
we will plan to have outdoor recess each day.
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Students in Late Stay may send in sunscreen and/or |
bug spray labeled clearly with their name and staff
will apply it to your child only for afternoon Late
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K Stay outside time. =
‘ ,-.\'-.-.".’f b Toddler & Primary: If you have not already switched : - iiee
a1 Y out your child’s change(s) of clothes in cubbies, ‘E : =
- NIRRT . please do so. We still have lots of winter items that | :.:::“" .
& should be exchanged with warmer weather clothing. ——
54 9 9 B ::‘?: :
- bl " e TR ‘
: & , As reenrollment comes to a close space is s‘g
¢ becoming very limited in our programs. As -:7‘: i
. T

expected, we are anticipating waitlists in some
programs. If you know a family who has an interest
in MSOR please provide their contact information to
Ms. Jamie so we can reach out to schedule a tour.



BOOK
DRIVE

Help us provide new or gently used,
books and toys For all ages to help bring
joy and comFort to children in Foster
care!

Donations accepted through
this Friday, April 17!

Donations may be dropped off at our
collection box in the lobby!

If there are any questions, «
please reach out to

ashlete@msor.org. b |.OO m







Our students will be presenting their
research projects and competing at the
Coosa River Basin Initiative Student

Symposium for Watershed Innovation and
anagement next week. The presentation
will take place at Berry College! Please

. wish them luck! v
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YOUR UPPER COOSA
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HOW CAN YOU.....

PROTECT OUR WATERSHED"

BY CHARLES GILES AND ZOEY REYNOLDS
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Our watersheds are affected by A lot of organisms can be < Ecotoxicology shows us that
common chemicals used impacted by recreational chemicals can cause our
everyday such as sunscreen chemicals, such as Moina (as : freshwater ecosystem
and bugspray. we found in our research) and y diversity to decline and
These chemicals contaminate many other aquatic create an oxygen-poor and

our watershed and can cause invertebrates and animals. diversity-less environment for

negative impacts on These chemicals include the aquatic animals that live

invertebrates and other wildlife. sunscreen, bug spray, etc. used in our freshwater
near watersheds. environments.
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If you are out on your
own little adventure,
be careful to not get
any drinks or food
with chemicals in our
freshwater
ecosystems. If it is
possible, please
dispose of any
garbage in your own
trash bag from home.
You can help our
freshwater ecosystems
by putting bug spray
B and sunscreen on at
B ome and be mindful
B \when you are putting
Y it on near the water -
5 | | y do not spray in the
e i direction of the water

| CO O SAR | \/E R BAS N source.

Many chemicals such
as sunscreen, bug
spray, ammonia, and
Dawn dish soap had
the largest effects on
Moina in our studies.
Therefore, these
chemicals likely impact
aquatic invertebrates
the most. Over the
summer, bug spray
and sunscreen are
some of the most
common chemicals in
our watershed
systems. Being mindful
of where you apply,
how much you use,
and how you dispose
of waste can be
extremely beneficiall
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The Coosa River Basin is among the most diverse
areas in the WORLD. It is also the 5™ most
endangered in the country. The Coosa River Basin is
facing a problem with contamination. Our
watershed has an approximate 1 million pounds of
industrial waste, such as metal, that is dumped
every year. That is why we are raising awareness, so
we can protect our watershed.

If you are looking for something to do this summer
ond would like to find some recreational areas,

visit these websites!
httpps://coosa.org/swim-guide/

| https://gastateparks.org/
«https://exploregﬂgio.org/things—to—do/list/scenic—

9 parks-northwest-georgia

—

® o

https:/www.llalive.com/article/tech/science/environment/coosa-river-rome-georgia-endangered/85-906//ab8-53cO-
A4/7ab-94b/-0/c696e1/1d6
https:/www.phillipsfishworks.com/product-page/moina-culture-300O-moina https:/aguariumbreeder.com/moina-profile-

and-culture-guide/ https:/www.researchgate.net/figure/High-magnification-photomicrograph-of-an-adult-water-flea-
Moina-macrocopa-1000 figl 262141464



https://coosa.org/swim-guide/
https://gastateparks.org/
https://exploregeorgia.org/things-to-do/list/scenic-parks-northwest-georgia
https://exploregeorgia.org/things-to-do/list/scenic-parks-northwest-georgia
https://www.phillipsfishworks.com/product-page/moina-culture-300-moinahttps:/aquariumbreeder.com/moina-profile-and-culture-guide/https:/www.researchgate.net/figure/High-magnification-photomicrograph-of-an-adult-water-flea-Moina-macrocopa-1000_fig1_262141464
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Toddler News ;

Ms. Ginny's, Ms. Stephanie’s, & Ms. Gracie’s Class =

| hope you all had a wonderful Spring Break!! | most certainly
~did. The weather was beautiful for us!! This month we will be
A2 talking and learning all about gardening and insects.

- We will also have Special Person/Gardening Day on Friday,
April 24™. This is where you, or some other special person, will
come to school with your child and bring a flower to plant on
our patio. We prefer you do this at drop off and we ask that it's
all finished by 10:00. You will also come inside and make a
special craft with your child. It doesn’t take long but it is a fun
thing to do and it really brightens up our patio and gives the

- children a chance to water and help take care of the plants.
Please check the sign up genius list we put out for several
other things we would like to have or need. We ask, if possible,
each child bring a playground ball and a bucket and shove!. . A

A
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Also, mark your calendars for our May Day/Mother’s Day &
~ presentation on May 1st. The children come dressed up nicely

~ and we do 3 songs for you all to enjoy. We also ask that each
child bring a flower to exchange with another friend that
morning known as our branch of May. This can be right out of
your yard! This always takes place in front of the school. You
may bring a lawn chair to sit in if you want. We come inside for
a few minutes after so you can enjoy a snack with your child

. and the children will have something to give to their moms!!
I¥'s really a sweet program, my favorite
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Toddler News

,f,@( Ms. Shannon's, Ms. Kristin's, and Ms. Kelly's Class
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We are buzzing right into our insect studies this month. po
We have been talking about what makes an insect %
special. We've learned that they have 6 legs and 3 body
parts(head, thorax, and abdomen). This week,
something happened in our classroom! Before we left,
there were leaves with an "egg" on them for each child.
When we came back from the break, they had
"hatched," and we now have caterpillars, who have been
eating on their leaves. They were so excited! We have
been learning about different life cycles, such as the
butterfly, the ladybug, and the frog.
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‘ Gardening Day is Friday, April 24th. This is a day for
your child to invite someone special to school to plant
a flower with them and celebrate Spring. We will also
have a craft to make and a little snack for them to
enjoy. A lot of people have grandparents visit this day,
but it can be anyone that you would like to invite. We
ask that you come in at drop-off to plant with your
toddlers. It's hard for them to go through multiple
separations, and it's also hard for them to understand
why their person isn't here with everyone else's is here
planting. We want everyone to be finished up and gone
by 10. This gives us time to get them settled back into
routine before lunch and nap.

| am including the link for our Gardening Day Wishlist:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10CO848ADAE2FA7
F49-63250261-gardening
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The patio is officially open! Please send your child extra
clothes and shoes. We will be introducing a lot of new
water work, and that means things might get messy!
It's also time to start applying sunscreen and bug
spray before school.
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Primary News

:
Ms. Angie’s & Ms. Kelly's Class ==

. R L S .

We really enjoyed Spring Break and hope | N Bl L ——

you guys did, too! We loved hearing about - R RN IR R e

all the fun things that you guys did during The following Friday is May Day. This is

the week off. another special event at MSOR in which

We're in the home stretch! This is the last 6 . wewill perform afew songs, watch the

weeks of school..it's going to be a busy 6 May Pole dance, and celebrate our moms

weeks though! afterwards with a small treat and present.
Please arrive early as the parking lot will

Gardening Day & Special Person's Day is on close before 8AM. Bring a chair to sit in as

Friday, April 24. A sign-up genius was - the performance will be in the front

emailed requesting some items for our parking lot. Please dress your child in their

patio and playground. If you've never Sunday Best! You may send in a change of

attended a Gardening Day at our school, we clothes to change afterwards, if you'd like.

invite you to come! You (or a special

person) may accompany your child to More specific information coming about

school that day to help spruce up our patio - May's events! - A

and make it look beautiful. Please bring a -

flower to plant with your child. We will serve Third Year Parents: look for an email from J.:--_ ’

a light refreshment and invite you todo a the office about specific attire for L

craft with your child. You may arrive as ~ graduation! —

early as 8AM; we will need to wrap y
everything up by 10:45 to get ready for our ‘;

playground time.
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- IMPORTANT DATE CHEAT SHEET

- *Fri, April 24th: Gardening and Special Person Day |
~ *Fri, May 1st: May Day and Mother's Day

| celebration

*Fri, May 8th: Third Year Field Trip to Booth

. Museum (Cartersville) -
*Fri, May 15th: Field Day (at MSOR)
*Thurs, May 21st: Graduation
*Fri, May 22nd: Last day of school (half day)
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- plants. Zoology focuses on animals—their

' understanding of how everything in the world

Primary News

Ms. Ortrud's and Ms. Rana’s Class
| |
In a Montessori 3-6 Casa classroom, science,
geography, botany, and zoology are
introduced through hands-on exploration
that builds a child’s natural curiosity about
the world.
Geography begins with simple concepts like
land, water, and continents, using maps and
tactile materials to help children understand
the Earth. Science is woven throughout the
environment, encouraging observation,
experimentation, and an awareness of cause
and effect.
Botany introduces children to the parts of
plants, how they grow, and their importance

in the environment, often through real
experiences like gardening and caring for
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characteristics, habitats, and basic
classifications—helping children see
connections between living things.

Together, these areas nurture a sense of
wonder, respect for nature, and an early

is connected.
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3 l Ms. Maggie’s Class
h ' Y l l
| hope everyone enjoyed their spring break! March
was an eventful month. Our 4-H trip was a blast.
The students enjoyed getting their feet wet
(literally) during the Lake Living class. They found
many little critters. It was a nice and windy hike to
the top of a mountain. We enjoyed the pretty view
of the lake below. We met many reptiles and
. amphibians during the Herpetology class. We
: ¢ b played several bird games and learned about their
- characteristics. The cafeteria and bunk rooms were
a hit!
' Our cultural studies this month focused on Zoology
- and Botany. We studied the internal and external
parts of fish, birds, amphibians, reptiles, and
- mammals. We compared amphibians and reptiles.
They also enjoyed learning about the differences _
between alligators and crocodiles. We also studied |
many insects. We observed and released hundreds ¢
of ladybugs on our playground. Botany lessons for '
this month included the parts of the plant, roots,
flowers, and seeds. We are currently studying about
the lifecycles of frogs and butterflies.
~ The students did a great job with their Science Fair |
projects! | enjoyed listening to their presentations.
~ Thank you for all of your help and participation.
Upcoming Events:
| -Gardening Day: Friday, April 24™
_ -ITBS Testing (2™ & 3™ Years)- April 27™- 30" .
~ -May Day: Friday, May 1
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APPROACH
TO BOTANY

From an early age, children are naturally
. drawn to the vibrant colors and intriguing
~ forms of trees and flowers. Surrounded by
nature, their curiosity is piqued, leading them
. to explore their environment in increasingly
complex ways. Montessori education
recognizes this innate interest and harnesses
it to foster a deeper understanding of the
natural world. Montessori observed that
children needed to move from understanding
the 'whole' to its individual parts to grasp how
things truly work.
Botany, the study of plants, encompasses
plant identification, structures, functions, and
human-plant interactions. The goal of
teaching the Montessori botany curriculumis
to instill a fascination with plants and an
appreciation of their crucial role on Earth and
in human life. By immersing students in the
plant world, educators aim to show the
connections between plants and the broader
ecosystem.

el

“Knowledge can be best given when there is

eagerness to learn, so this is the period when
the seed of everything can be sown, the

child’s mind being like a fertile field, ready to
receive what will germinate into culture.”

— Duffy 2002
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Ms. Robin’s Class
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Outdoor Exploration

The Montessori method excites the imagination in
two main ways. Firstly, it encourages studying
plants outdoors. In nature, students can experience
the whole picture, seeing how flowers are pollinated
while bees gather food, and understanding the
significance of plants within the entire ecosystem.
Hands-On Learning

The second approach involves making botany as
hands-on as possible. Montessori engages students
with activities and experiments, allowing them to
examine and observe real plants and plant
products. Through these investigations, students
discover truths about plants and hypothesize
outcomes of various actions. This hands-on learning
fosters a deeper connection and understanding of
the plant world.

Benefits of Engaging with Botany

From captivating botany materials and
experiments to engaging field trips, Montessori
students gain a comprehensive understanding of
the importance of the environment and its major
role in our lives. By examining plant structures,
learning about plant functions, and observing
human-plant interactions, students develop a
lifelong appreciation for nature.

The Cosmic Connection

The Montessori botany curriculum not only aims to
educate but also to inspire a sense of wonder and
respect for the natural world. By connecting
students with nature, they learn about the intricate
relationships that sustain life on Earth. This cosmic
connection underscores the importance of plants
and nurtures a sense of responsibility towards the
environment.
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	Our students will be presenting their research projects and competing at the Coosa River Basin Initiative Student Symposium for Watershed Innovation and Management next week. The presentation will take place at Berry College! Please wish them luck!
	HOW CAN YOU.....
	PROTECT OUR WATERSHED
	BY CHARLES GILES AND ZOEY REYNOLDS
	Why Is It Important?
	Our watersheds are affected by common chemicals used everyday such as sunscreen and bugspray. These chemicals contaminate our watershed and can cause negative impacts on invertebrates and other wildlife.

	What Are the Causes?
	A lot of organisms can be impacted by recreational chemicals, such as Moina (as we found in our research) and many other aquatic invertebrates and animals.
	These chemicals include sunscreen, bug spray, etc. used near watersheds.

	Everyday Impacts
	Ecotoxicology shows us that chemicals can cause our freshwater ecosystem diversity to decline and create an oxygen-poor and diversity-less environment for the aquatic animals that live in our freshwater environments.

	Did You Know?
	Many chemicals such as sunscreen, bug spray, ammonia, and Dawn dish soap had the largest effects on Moina in our studies. Therefore, these chemicals likely impact aquatic invertebrates the most. Over the summer, bug spray and sunscreen are some of the most common chemicals in our watershed systems. Being mindful of where you apply, how much you use, and how you dispose of waste can be extremely beneficial!

	How Can You Help?
	If you are out on your own little adventure, be careful to not get any drinks or food with chemicals in our freshwater ecosystems. If it is possible, please dispose of any garbage in your own trash bag from home.  You can help our freshwater ecosystems  by putting bug spray and sunscreen on at home and be mindful when you are putting it on near the water - do not spray in the direction of the water source.
	COOSA RIVER BASIN

	Get Outside and Go!
	If you are looking for something to do this summer and would like to find some recreational areas, visit these websites!
	https://coosa.org/swim-guide/ https://gastateparks.org/ https://exploregeorgia.org/things-to-do/list/scenic-parks-northwest-georgia

	About Our Watershed
	The Coosa River Basin is among the most diverse areas in the WORLD. It is also the 5th most endangered in the country. The Coosa River Basin is facing a problem with contamination. Our watershed has an approximate 1 million pounds of industrial waste, such as metal, that is dumped every year. That is why we are raising awareness, so we can protect our watershed.

	Souces for Additional Information


